CONCLUSION
T)ALESTINE had long since lost her independence. Succes-
JL sive conquerors of Syria had annexed her. As a rule, she
had accepted her fate without much resistance, rebelling only
when some foreign overlord, like Antiochus Epiphanes, had
shown contempt towards Jahweh and his Law, and had
attempted to sever the Chosen People from its God, and to
subject them to the accursed idols of the Gentiles*
If, amid all these tribulations, Israel still preserved its
racial identity, and was not scattered into isolated units, this
was due entirely to its religion—a religion which grew more
rigid and jealous as the political fortunes of the people darkened.
And while that people, sorely tempest-tossed, was exalting its
God to the supreme dignity of Creator and Ruler of the Universe,
it clung with all the greater tenacity to the hope, nay, certainty,
that a shattering vengeance would overwhelm its oppressors.
For it was impossible that Jahweh should belie his promises
and allow the Gentiles to mock his sovereign power for ever.
This comfortable hope was nurtured upon two illusions.
The first was based on an exaggerated idea of the glories of
Israel at the time of King David. This energetic " unifier " of
the Jewish territory around Jerusalem, who had begun life as
a simple Judsean adventurer, and thence developed into a
soldier of fortune and large-scale bandit, ultimately to become
the prince of his people, seemed to constitute the ideal type of
conqueror, after Jahweh's own heart. The restoration of his
reign was thus tantamount, in popular thought, to the realization
of the most glowing dreams of the future.
The second illusion was connected with the Maccabaean
revolt against the Seleucid monarchs. It was agreeably por-
trayed as a brilliant triumph, and a complete restoration of
Israel, accomplished by the special favour of Jahweh.
In both cases, the reality was far more modest than they
imagined. Nevertheless, it is not difficult to understand that
these illusions afforded a source of permanent and effective
encouragement for all those enthusiasts who believed that they
had felt the stirring of the breath of Jahweh, and that they
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